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March - April 2014

Tuesday – Friday.............................9:00 – 5:00
Saturday – Sunday .......................12:00 – 5:00

247 South Main Street
Manchester, CT 06040

860-643-0949
www.LutzMuseum.org

MUSEUM HoUrS 

Members......................................................Free 
Adults................................................$6.00 
Children.............................................$6.00

MUSEUM AdMiSSion

Ex Officio
Bob Eckert

Special Opening / Closing:  
Closed: Sunday - 4/20/14 – Easter
Open: Monday 4/14/14 – School Vacation Week

Our featured volunteer opportunity this month 
is musical performers.  Would you like to spend 
a few hours each month treating children to live 
music as they play in the exhibit galleries?  

Our volunteers greet visitors, feed animals, build 
exhibits, serve on committees, and sustain the 
museum in many other ways. Please join us in 
thanking these very special people during National 
Volunteer Week (April 6-12, 2014) and every 
other day of the year. This is also a great time to 
get involved. Whatever your skills or interests, 
your help is always needed at the Lutz Children’s 
Museum.  Volunteers range in age from teenagers 
to seniors.  Contact Amanda Andersen (Volunteer 
Coordinator) at 860-643-0949 x.13 (aandersen@
lutzmuseum.org) for more information. The museum 
is a great place to meet friends and build skills while 
making a difference in the lives of children.

VolUnTEEr nEwS

FAMily PorTrAiT 
For MoM

Have your family portrait taken as a gift 
for Mother’s Day. Bring any members of 
your family, including pets. Professional 
photographer John Garaventa will donate the 
sitting fee to help support the Lutz Children’s 
Museum. You pay just $25 for a ten minute 
photo session. You will receive one 5 X 7” 
photo in time for Mother’s Day. Framing and 
additional images are available from Garaventa 
Photography (www.garaventaphotography.com) 
for an additional charge. Reserve your exact 
sitting time by contacting the museum at 860-
643-0949 or at frontdesk@lutzmuseum.org
Saturday, April 26         5:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Kid STUFF TAg SAlE
Drop Off in April
Donate toys, books, games, bikes, sporting 
equipment, clothes…almost anything related to 
children and in good condition. Bring your items 
to the museum during normal business hours 
during the month of April. You will receive a tax 
receipt in return and the knowledge that your 
outgrown items will help to support educational 
programming at the museum.

Shop in May 
Find great deals on gently used kid stuff and help 
to support the museum at the same time. You 
will find tables and tents at the museum filled 
with everything you need for summer fun. You 
are likely to find the best selection on Saturday, 
but everything is 50% off on Sunday. You might 
decide to come both days!
Saturday, May 3 and Sunday, May 4
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

AniMAl rooM nEwS
We are happy to welcome a new hamster, two 
baby chinchillas, and a blue tongued skink to 
the animal room.  Make sure that you say hello 
to them next time you are here.  The skink is 
docile lizard that is 22” long and weighs almost 
two pounds.  Skinks are omnivores which mean 
they will eat both meat and plants.  He will enjoy 
a yummy diet here at the museum including 
lots of vegetables, fruit, insects, and some eggs 
or dog food.  Watch for that blue tongue.

It is springtime again and you may see baby 
animals in the wild.  Raccoons and groundhogs 
supervise their young closely, and opossums 
carry their babies on their backs, so finding 
one of these animals alone may mean they are 
orphans. Rabbits leave their babies hidden alone 
for long periods of time while they feed, so 
finding one of these babies animals by themselves 
does not necessarily mean they need your help. 
The best thing you can do is leave them alone 
until you can get advice from a certified wildlife 
rehabilitator. You can find wildlife advice and 
referrals at www.wildlifehotline.org or by calling 
the Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection Wildlife Division at (860) 424-3011.

SUMMEr CAMP 2014
It is time to think about summer camp already!  
We have a great summer planned filled with 
science, art, hikes, swimming, and animals!  
Register for one, two, three, or all seven 
week-long sessions. We start on July 7th. 
Hours each day are from 8:30AM to 3:00PM. 
Though it may seem far away now, spots fill 
quickly. Please contact the museum for more 
information or see our brochure online at 
www.lutzmuseum.org.



Please dress your child in play clothes since 
many activities will be messy.  Parents are not 
required to stay for classes, unless otherwise 
noted. Please advise us if your child has any 
food allergies.

MArCH - APril ClASSES AT lCM

Museum Cancellation Policy :  
The museum may have delays, cancel 
classes or be closed in the event of serious 
weather conditions. Please tune into 
WFSB-3, WVIT-30 or WTIC-1080 AM 
for cancellations. Museum programs will 
generally be cancelled if Manchester schools 
are closed or have an early release due to 
weather conditions.

1. KEEP ME SAFE
Ages 2-3 with caregiver
This three-part series class will take a look at all the 
different ways an animal can protect itself. We’ll span 
across the entire animal kingdom while observing 
spikes, shells, and camouflaged animals. Meet some 
Lutz animals that protect themselves in special ways 
each week of this class!
Thursdays, March 6, 13, 20                         1:00-2:00PM
Rachel Hadyka                        Museum
Members $25                     Nonmembers $30

2. PROTECTING ADAPTATIONS
Ages 3-5
Adaptations allow an animal to protect itself from 
predators and survive in its environment. Join us each 
week as we take on a different animal protection 
technique. We’ll discuss how it’s used, meet some 
animals that use it, and complete a project to take 
home! Which protection defense will be your 
favorite?
Thursdays, March 6, 13, 20                   1:00-2:00PM
Rachel Hadyka                           Museum
Members $30                    Nonmembers $35

3. RED, WHITE, AND BLUE!
Ages 3-5
It’s Flag Day at LCM!  Join us 
as we learn about “Old Glory” 
and the changes throughout 
its history.  We’ll take a look 
at some of the flags in our 
collection, and then each child 
will create their very own flag 
to take home with them! 
a. Friday, March 14                                        10:00 - 11:00AM
b. Friday, March 14                                                1:00 - 2:00PM
Kayla Correll                                              Museum
Members $13                      Nonmembers $15

9. BRAINIACS
Ages 3-5
Our brains turn what our body 
senses into something we can 
understand. We will learn how 
our brains are wired and about 
our abilities to perceive the 
world around us. We will then compare how we see 
the world to how the animals at the Lutz might see it 
in order to understand our brains even better.
Friday, March 28                       1:00-2:00PM
Chris Zachau                                     Museum
Members $13                           Nonmembers $15

10. SYNAPTIC PLASTICITY
Ages 5-10
Come learn the science behind both how our brains 
learn new things and how they get better at old ones. 
We ‘ll go over the basics of how neurons communicate 
by making a scale model. We will then discuss where 
particular memories and skills are stored in the brain 
and even test our own cognitive abilities!
Friday, March 28              4:00-5:00PM
Chris Zachau                        Museum
Members $13                          Nonmembers $1

11. KIRIGAMI COLLAGE
Ages 2-3 with caregiver
In this class we will learn the ancient art form of 
paper cutting called Kirigami. We will use paper 
and foam to cut different shapes and then make a 
beautiful Kirigami collage to take home. 
Tuesday, April 1                       10:00-10:30AM
Jennifer Sablon-Taylor                           Museum 
Members $10                      Nonmembers $12

12. BEAUTIFUL BOXES
Ages 4-6
Most people probably wouldn’t consider a box 
beautiful. Come to this class to learn how to use 
the ancient Asian art form of origami and to create 
a beautiful box that can hold many types of treasure! 
We will decorate the boxes with different materials 
that will make them treasures on their own!
Tuesday, April 1                                1:00-2:00PM
Jennifer Sablon-Taylor                      Museum
Members $13                 Nonmembers $15

13. ORIGAMI ANIMALS
Ages 7-10
Can you make a paper crane out of a single square 
sheet of paper? No? Well here is your chance to 
practice the ancient Asian art form of paper folding 
called Origami. Come join us to make different 
origami paper animals using bright and patterned 
paper. Will you make an animal we have at the Lutz 
or will you design your own creation?
Tuesday, April 1                           4:00-5:00PM
Jennifer Sablon-Taylor                      Museum
Members $13                 Nonmembers $15

4. STARS AND STRIPES
Ages 5-10
Join us for Flag Day at the LCM! We’ll take a quick 
look at the history of the flag and how its changed 
over the years.  Then each child will create their very 
own flag.  But WAIT, that’s not all…after we create 
our flags we’ll go on a quick parade throughout the 
museum to wave them proudly!  
Friday, March 14                      4:00-5:00PM
Kayla Correll                                  Museum
Members $13                     Nonmembers $15

5. BRIGHT BEESWAX
Ages 2-3 with caregiver
Learn to light up the room with a beautiful beeswax 
candle! We will use colored beeswax sheets, add 
wicks, and create different shaped candles that will 
give off a hint of scent. Take your project home to 
share with your family!
Wednesday, March 19                           10:00-10:30AM
Jennifer Sablon-Taylor                     Museum 
Members $10                         Nonmembers $12

6. CUSTOMIZED CANDLES
Ages 4-6
Come to this class to learn how 
to make your own candles. We 
will melt wax, learn how to add 
scents, and create unique one-of-
a-kind candles that you can take 
home. This class will also discuss 
candle safety in the home so you 
and your family can stay safe. 
Wednesday, March 19                  1:00-2:00PM
Jennifer Sablon-Taylor                             Museum
Members $13                        Nonmembers $15

7. CANDLEMAKERS
Ages 7-10
Have you ever wondered how people lived in a time 
without electricity? In this class we will learn how to 
make our own light source with customized candles. 
We will experiment with scents, dyes, and molds. 
Take home some safety tips with your candles when 
we talk about fire safety.
Wednesday, March 19                      4:00-5:00PM
Jennifer Sablon-Taylor                                Museum 
Members $13                         Nonmembers $15

8. THE FIVE SENSES
Ages 2-3 with caregiver
We will take a introductory look into how our 
brains work. Students will then get to experience 
several sensory stations where they will get to test 
each of their five senses. We will learn how different 
each of the senses is and how much we are alike to 
our animal friends at the Lutz. Please let us know if 
your child has any food allergies.
Friday, March 28                    10:00-10:30AM
Chris Zachau                              Museum
Members $10                        Nonmembers $12

week of March 2 - 8

week of March 9 - 15

* * Register online at www.lutzmuseum.org  * *

week of March 30 - April 5

week of March  16 - 22

week of March 23 - 29
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* * Register online at www.lutzmuseum.org * *

Type of Credit Card                                           _________ 

Credit Card #                                             _________ 

Exp. Date                                                   ______ 

Signature _________________________________________________

CLASS REGISTRATION is processed on a first-come, first-served basis. You may register at our website, by phone, in person or by mail. Payment options are credit cards, 
checks or cash. Your membership must be current at the time the class meets in order to receive the member discount. Museum staff reserves the right to cancel classes 
for insufficient enrollment. Please dress informally for classes. Cancellations with at least forty-eight hours notice will receive a credit for a future class. 
 
I  understand that a reasonable attempt will be made to contact me in an emergency. However, in my absence and to avoid unnecessary delay,  I authorize transportation 
of my child to the nearest appropriate medical facility. Authority is also granted for emergency treatments or procedures, as deemed necessary by the treating physician. I 
understand that it is my responsibility to provide any pertinent medical information prior to enrolling my child in any program sponsored by the Lutz Children's Museum.
 

Signed                                                                                           Date                      Relationship to child________________________________

Name ___________________________________________________ 

Home Phone #__________________Work Phone #_________________ 

Address__________________________________________________ 

Town______________________State_______ Zip Code____________                     

Are you a member?  Yes_______No ________         Exp. Date______ 

Patron ID #______ Email Address______________________________ 

Names and birthdates for Family Memberships:                                         

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Child’s Name Child’s 
Age/Grade

Class Name and # Date of 
Class

Fee

Total Class Registration Fees $_____

MEMBERSHIP AND CLASS REGISTRATION: Register online at www.lutzmuseum.org

MEMBERSHIP AND CLASS APPLICATION:  
Prices are for memberships beginning in March 2013.  All memberships expire on December 31, 2014.  Please fill out all information and bring to the Museum or mail to:  
Lutz Children’s Museum, 247 South Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040 

Quantity Description Price Total

Family Reciprocal Membership $115.00

Angel Membership $125.00

LCM Only Membership $70.00

Add a Caregiver $23.00

Class Registration Fees  
(Total from Registration Form) $ ____

Please include my tax deductible donation
$ ____

Total Payment Enclosed
$_____

14. SPRINGTIME TREATS
Ages 6-10
Come join us to learn the basics of kitchen safety 
while we whip up some delicious creations for you 
and your family! These goodies are perfect snacks. 
This class will leave you with a better knowledge of 
the kitchen and your very own miniature cookbook! 
Please let us know if your child has any food 
allergies.
Tuesday, April 8                                 3:30-4:30PM
Emma Perugini                            Museum
Members $13                             Nonmembers $15

15. EGGSELLENT!
Ages 2-3 with caregiver
Many animals start off their life 
inside of a shell. Touch some 
real egg shells and meet an 
animal that hatched from an 
egg. We will also learn what 
shells are made of, why it’s 
important for the animal’s 
survival, and even decorate 
some eggsellent artwork to take home. 
Thursday, April 10                               10:00-10:30AM
Rachel Hadyka                                Museum
Members $10                             Nonmembers $12

16. LEARNING ON EGGSHELLS
Ages 3-5
Eggshells are sometimes the only protection an 
animal has in the first days of their lives. Eggshells 
can be plain or beautiful colors to camouflage them 
from hungry predators. Join this class to check out 
some real eggshells and get to decorate some egg 
artwork of your own. 
Thursday, April 10                       12:00-1:00PM
Rachel Hadyka                       Museum
Members $13                           Nonmembers $15

week of  April 6 - 12

Classes Continued 
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17. V-I-C-T-O-R-Y!!!!
Ages 3-5 
Grab your shovels and get ready to create your own 
Victory Garden! Join us as we travel back in time and 
learn what a Victory Garden is and the impact it had 
on families in the 1940’s.  
Friday, April 11                               10:00 – 11:00AM
Kayla Correll                                Museum
Members $13                       Nonmembers $15

18. DO YOU HAVE A GREEN THUMB?
Ages 5-10
Let’s travel back to the 1940’s and learn about Victory 
Gardens.  We’ll learn how a Victory Garden impacted 
communities during the Second World War and why 
they were so important.  
Friday, April 11                            4:00 – 5:00PM
Kayla Correll                             Museum
Members $13                    Nonmembers $15

22. BURROWING BUNNIES
Ages 5-10
Rabbits live in homes underneath 
the ground called burrows. We’ll 
hop through a day in the life of 
a bunny learning what they eat, 
where they live, and whom they 
come across on their path. Join us in meeting some 
LCM animal room friends as we burrow into the 
topic of bunnies!
Tuesday, April 29                                                 4:00 - 5:00PM
Rachel Hadyka                                  Museum
Members $13                              Nonmembers $15

23. HIPPITY-HOPPITY
Ages 2-3 with caregiver
Hey toddlers! Join us for a hopping good time as we 
learn all about the bouncing bunnies that live here 
at the LCM. Meet a bunny, learn about their homes, 
and make a bunny craft to take home!
a. Wednesday, April 30                      10:00 - 10:30 AM
b Wednesday, April 30              11:00 - 11:30 AM
Rachel Hadyka                                      Museum
Members $10                               Nonmembers $12

24. WHAT’S UP, DOC?
Ages 3-5
This class is everything you wanted to know about 
rabbits! Learn about how many different kinds of 
rabbits there are and meet a real live example from 
the LCM animal room! We’ll act like bunnies and 
even make a bunny craft to take home!
Wednesday, April 30                              1:00 - 2:00 PM
Rachel Hadyka                                  Museum
Members $13                              Nonmembers $15

19. WATCH OUT!
Ages 2-3 with caregiver
Come learn how animals of all sorts of shapes and sizes 
tell each other when there is something scary nearby. 
We will try to mimic some of the signals animals use to 
communicate.  Then we will meet some animals which 
might use these signals in the wild. 
Friday, April 25                    10:00-10:30AM
Chris Zachau                            Museum
Members $10                       Nonmembers $12

20. ANIMAL COMMUNICATION
Ages 3-5
Take a look at how a variety of animals are able to 
send messages to each other without being able to 
speak! Learn how birds, meerkats, beavers, and other 
animals are able to tell each other about nearby 
danger. Finally, we will look at how several species 
of cephalopods are able to relay complex messages 
even when they are deep in the ocean.
Friday, April 25                        1:00-2:00PM
Chris Zachau                                 Museum
Members $13                            Nonmembers $15

21. BEHAVIORAL BIOACOUSTICS
Ages 6-10
 Join us as we learn about how animals, and specifically 
song birds, communicate with each other. We will 
learn just how much some birds are able to tell each 
other about their surroundings and even about their 
emotions. We will meet several avian members of 
the Lutz crew in an effort to understand how such 
animals are able to communicate so effectively.
Friday, April 25                             4:00-5:00PM
Chris Zachau                                 Museum
Members $13                            Nonmembers $15

week of April 20 - 26 week of April 27 - 30

DIRECTOR’S COLUMN:

The Lutz Children’s Museum is much bigger than it 
looks.  Sometimes I refer to it as the big museum in 
the little building.   We have three separate buildings 
and a huge educational outreach program.  Let me 
take you on a little tour.  I think that you will be 
surprised.  
Most people are familiar with our primary location 
on South Main Street.  This building is home to our 
hands-on exhibits, live animals, afterschool classes, 
weekend concerts, special events, a kitchen and the 
staff offices.  A full basement below provides ample 
storage space and an exhibit workshop.  We’ve made 
some design improvements to this building in the last 
few years and many more upgrades are in the works.  
The Oak Grove Nature Center is located at 269 Oak 
Grove Street, just about one mile away.  The museum 
owns a building on that site which we use for seasonal 
programs and a summer science and nature camp.   
The property surrounding the nature center consists 
of fifty-two acres land with hiking trails, a pond and 
a covered bridge.  The building itself is only open for 
scheduled programs at specific times, but the trails are 
open to the public every day from dawn until dusk.
Our third building may look like a non-descript 
warehouse, but it is an interesting place because it 
holds a diverse collection of museum artifacts.  Many 
of these items will spend time on display at the 
museum but their main purpose is to be placed in 
the hands of children.  Artifacts will be used in most 
museum programs and are sometimes loaned to 
teachers as part of an educational kit.  
Outreach is a huge part of the museum.   Every day, 
museum educators load up their cars with artifacts 
and live animals before heading out to schools located 
in one of the twenty-nine towns that we serve.  
Students are always excited to see us come because 
they know the program will be fun and different, 
but their teachers also know that our programs 
are correlated with the curriculum for maximum 
educational benefit. 
Recently we set a record with nine hundred visitors 
in one day.  We serve over 100,000 people each 
year through a combination of museum-based and 
outreach services.  Those numbers keep growing, so 
we think that we must be doing something right.  
Thank you for your continued support.  

Bob Eckert
reckert@lutzmuseum.org

CLASSES CONTINUED:


